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from prying, or questioning, hut at the same
time there is, in consequence, an entire lack of
ease am^ vivacity. It is necessarily only the bare
surface gof things thai one may touch "upon,
where ^aeh one is wrapping himself in a mantle
of mental aloofness. Hence the English are
much given to the turfanutfa wm/w in conversa-
tion, and much given to talking not at all when
they do not feel like it. They feel tinder no obli-
gation lo be entertainers or entertaining.

England, as a whole, has little patience with
the virtues not easily recognised by the com-
munity as a vi hole. Originality is neither nought
nor commended. The man who expresses and
represents the community is the valued man.
The Mills and Spencers, and Merediths and
Bagehots, of whom the great mass of the Eng-
lish own now know nothing and care less, the
Byrons and Shelley**, they willingly let die, Eng-
land treats her men of wayward genius m a hen
treats the unexpectedly hatched duckling. She
is amazed to find herself responsible for an ani-
mal which prefers the water lo the land; but once
it actually taken to the water, her responsibility
warn. If the hen were English, and eould talk>
it would say: " Well, that fellow i* an awful ass,
and too clew by half!'* When, therefore, they
come in contact with French, Germans, Amen*